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REFLECTION ON THE  
FAILURES IN MAKING  

ARCHITECTURE: 
ENVIRONMENT –  

BUILDING – OBJECTS

Paola DE JOANNA 
Antonio PASSARO

Abstract: The text explores the complexity of errors in architectural projects, 
starting with a reflection on the concept of „error” for architects and subsequently 
investigating the different forms in which errors manifest themselves. By 
defining errors, mistakes and failures as deviations from good practice, they are 
distinguished as unintentional human actions, deviations from accuracy and lack 
of success.

The concept of harmony between architecture and environment is explored 
through different perspectives, highlighting the importance of integrating 
architecture with the surrounding environment for sustainable regeneration. 
Error allocation and its consequences are also addressed, with a detailed 
analysis of where, when and how errors occur. The text emphasizes that the 
severity of errors is independent of scale but must be measured on the impact 
on ecosystems.

Finally, the text highlights the importance of a holistic and multidimensional 
approach that considers ecological harmony, cultural values and the integration of 
elements to create cohesive, sustainable and culturally significant environments. 
Reducing the discrepancy between cognitive maps and reality is seen as possible 
through multidisciplinary research and collaborative problem solving.
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