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POSITIVE INTENTIONS 
WITH QUESTIONABLE 

RESULTS

Artemis KYRKOU

Abstract: The atmosphere of a space is connected to the experience. 
Experiencing architecture is after all a rather subjective and personal matter. 
According to P. Zumthor, experiencing a place and trying to decide on its 
“success or failure” depends on a huge variety of factors. The purpose of this 
paper is twofold. First, to analyse and understand the concept and the design 
intentions of famous architects on some of their well-known projects and second 
to specify and highlight important design factors and study the gap between 
theory and practice based on the subjective parameter of experiencing a space. 
The applied methodology is a comparison study between relevant literature 
review and observations made with on-site visits at contemporary architectural 
masterpieces as case studies. 
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